
 

                                           

This section relates more about scenes rather than themes. Write down as many 

words as you can which describe the scene/context (or part of) that the text is set 

in. 

              

Decide on a theme from the text you 

are reading.  

Then write down as many words  

from the text 

which are related to that theme. 

 

       

Choose 5 Nouns (names) and 5 Verbs (action/doing) from the text. Then for each of 

the Verbs write an Antonym (opposite) and/or Synonym (similar) based on the word. 

Can you do the same for your Nouns? For example. A verb from the text maybe ‘run’. 

An antonym may be ‘walk’ and a synonym ‘jog’. 

 

    

This section relates to using the other parts of the journal, such as the 

cover/back/inside/contents pages. Make up at least five questions and answers based 

on these other pages. This can also include questions and answers about the text 

information as well as images/logos/symbols which are found on these other pages. 
 

Do your own sketch/drawing/ diagram 

related to the journal or based on 

your own experiences. 

              
Being brief, yet informative about the text. Your job is to write no more than 3 or 4 

sentences which has as much information as possible about the text you have read. 

         

Using a sentence from the 

text, make up your own mixed 

up/jumbled sentence where 

someone tries to put the sentence in 

order so it makes sense. Remember to 

include the answer as well. 

                

Write a brief assessment/review about the text that you have been reading. It needs to 

include at least the following (but it may include more - see your teacher); 1. Your 

grade/mark (it is up to you how you do this). 2. Who would you recommend this to be 

best suited for and why? 3. What you liked and disliked about it. 4. W.A.L.T (We Are 

 Learning To...): What were you learning to do with this journal item?  (What was the 

main objective/aim either you or your teacher wanted you to get?) 

 
 

            

 

Choose any one of the characters in 

the text and do a mini profile on them. 

This needs to include as much 

information about that character you 

can find. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are some other activities which can be used with NZ Junior / School Journals. As I have changed the previous NZ 

Junior/School Journal format around a bit for 2018, the below activities are ones that have been listed in the previous 

formats  but which are not listed in the 2018 format. The below activities can be used as either replacements of some of the 

activities in the 2018 format, and/or could be used as extra activities, such as for fast finishers. As always, just use them in 

any way that best suits you and your class. Website: www.therelievingteacher.weebly.com Email: therelievingteacher@gmail.com (Jan, 2018). 

 

http://www.therelievingteacher.weebly.com/
mailto:therelievingteacher@gmail.com


 

Choose 5 words. Write the words first. 

Then write your own question for each one 

where the word you chose is the answer. 

For example, Dog. What ran after the 

sheep? 

  

             

Write down 2 words from the text that have 1 syllable, 2 words that have 2 syllables, 

and 2 words with more than 2  syllables, E.g, somewhere = some + where,  situation = 

sit + u + a + tion etc. 

             

Try to find 5 words from the text that you can “Chunk” or split, so one word makes 

two words. E.g, Sometimes = some + times, as both of these words can be used 

separately as well as together.  

            

Based on the text you have read, what is one thing that either had, or may/could have 

an impact on either the environment (local, national or international), our community, 

people, or a combination? Be specific/justify. 

 

             

Your job is to choose a part of the text, and then write your own paragraph into it. 

You may do this at the start, end, or anywhere in the middle. It must make sense and 

fit in to the original text. You are trying to become the author by adding your own 

paragraph/ideas into someone else’s text to make it more factual/interesting by  

getting your viewpoint.  

             

Choose any inanimate object (such as a chair etc - something that is not alive), and 

using descriptive language, try and make it come alive in a way where others have to 

try and guess what it is. Remember to include the answer. You may also like to do a 

picture of it. 

            

Choose 5 words from the journal and 

write another word for each word chosen 

which has a similar meaning. E.g, Hot = 

Boiling . You may also like to do this as a 

Pictionary (drawing a picture of the 

similar meaning of the word). 

              Other Possible Activities:  Choose one of 

the below (or your teacher will tell you which one to do) 

in relation to the story/article/ play. A few possibilities 

include:  Mini Pictionary/Dictionary,  Cartoon Drawing or 

similar,  Junior Big Book,  Redesign the Journal Cover 

Page,  Model / Puppet / Mobile / Craft etc,  Crossword,  

Teacher Choice,  Your Choice,  Mini Booklet,  Oral 

Retell/ storytelling to the class,  Sketch/diagram, 

Poster, Song, Title Page, Make up your own mini 

Journal/Reading Contract, Make up a Question and 

Answer type quiz, Audio Book, Maze, 3D model, Mobile, 

Audio Book, Presentation,  Advert/TV Review, Mini Fact 

File, Share the story with your own actions. 

             

Choose various words from the text which are all based on the theme of the text, (e.g, 

if the text is about dogs, you would choose all words that are related to dogs). Now  

put these on small cards. Then using wool or string, make up your own hanging mobile 

with your cards. You may even want to cut out the cards in the shape of the theme 

(such as dog paws, dog tail etc).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

Choose one letter and one blend from the 

text. Then using words from the text, find 

as many words as you can that start with 

the letter and blend. 


